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SUB J : GDR PRESS CONDEMNS FRG ON DKP 

1. EAST GERMAN PRESS MARCH 26 GAVE VERY PROMINENT TREATMENT TO ADN 
ARTICLE ACCUSING FEDERAL GOVERNMENT OF LAUNCHING MASSIVE ATTACK 
AGAINST THE GERMAN COMMUNIST PARTY ( DKP). CITING FRG PRESS SOURC- 
ES. ADN WROTE THAT MINISTRY OF INTERIOR PARLIAMENTARY STATE SE- 
CRETARY BAUM IN RECENT BUNDESTAG DISCUSSION HAD REPROACHED THE 
DKP FOR FOLLOWING " IDEOLOGICAL AND IN ESSENCE ALSO POLITICAL LINE 
OF SED IN GDR." AND HAD OPENLY THREATENED TO INITIATE A STUDY 
OF THE PARTY' S UNCONSTITUTIONALITY. ARTICLE CLAIMS BAUM' S REMARKS 
INDICATE A " NEW WITCHES SABBATH" BEING STAGED AGAINST COMMUNISTS 
IN FRG, POSSIBLY TO FORESTALL DEMANDS FOR REVOCATION OF STILL 
CURRENT BAN AGAINST COMMUNIST PARTY OF GERMANY ( KPD). ARTICLE 
ALSO NOTES SATISFACTION EXPRESSED BY CDU/ CSU ABOUT " ANTI- 
COMMUNIST" STATEMENT OF BRANDT- SCHEEL GOVERNMENT. IN CONCLUSION. 
REPORT ASSERTS THAT QUESTION OF '" UNCONSTITUTIONALITY" OF SED’ S 
IDEOLOGICAL AND POLITICAL LINE IS NOT NOW NOR WILL BE IN THE FUTURE 
SUBJECT TO PRESUMPTUOUS INTRUSION BY ANY FRG GOVERNMENT. 
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2. COMMENT. PROMINENCE AND CONTENT OF EAST GERMAN PRESS ATTACK 
MAY WELL FORESHADOW RENEWED GDR EFFORT PORTRAY DOMESTIC POL- 
ICIES BRANDT/ SCHEEL GOVERNMENT AS NON- LIBERAL ANTI- COMMUNIST CON- 
TINUATION EARLIER CDU/ CSU- DOMINATED ADMINISTRATIONS. WHILE 
EFFORT EXPLAINABLE AS FURTHER ATTEMPT TO DISCREDIT " CONVERGENCE 
THEORY" AND BUTTRESS ABGRENZUNG, IT MAY ALSO BE DESIGNED 
AS COUNTER TO INCREASING CRITICISM IN FRG OF GDR ATTITUDES. 

IN ANY EVENT, FACT THAT ARTICLE REJECTS ALLEGED FRG MEDDLING IN- 
TO GDR POLICIES BUT AT SAME TIME FEELS FREE TO INTRUDE INTO FRG 
AFFAIRS IS ANOTHER ILLUSTRATION OF GDR' S INTERPRETATION OF GDR- FRG 
MODUS VIVENDI. KLEIN 
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